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1. RHODE ISLAND AT A GLANCE
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There is no single climate that defines the United States; temperatures 
and weather patterns vary greatly from region to region.

2. WEATHER IN THE UNITED STATES
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States handle a diverse collection of weather events. In Alaska, a glacier-
sized avalanche recently blocked a 50-mile section of highway, cutting off 
access to a town of 4,000 people.

3. THE EFFECTS OF EXTREME WEATHER
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• Historic storm that brought 
more than 2 feet of snow to the 
Northeast Region of the United 
States

• $520 million in damage ($1.8 
billion today)

•Road, air and railroad traffic 
shut down for a week

4. THE BLIZZARD OF 1978
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• Lack of Regional coordination 
meant that highways (Route I-
95) in Massachusetts were 
opened while the same highway 
in Rhode Island remained closed 

4. THE BLIZZARD OF 1978
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5. COMPARISONS WITH NEMO
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In February 2013, Winter Storm Nemo struck the Nort heast 
United States nearly 35 years to the day of the Bli zzard of ’78.

1978 2013
Highest snowfall     40 inches 40 inches

Duration 32 hours 28 hours

Recorded wind gusts 93 mph 83 mph

Deaths 100 18
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When winter storm 
Nemo struck, we were 
better prepared to 
handle a large-scale 
winter event

• Enhanced forecasting

• Advanced equipment

• Increased communication

6. WHAT DID WE LEARN?
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• Pre-storm planning 
with emergency 
management partners

• Monitoring forecasts 
for best time to begin 
pre-treating roads

• Relaying information 
to the public to limit 
traffic during height of 
the storm

7. PREPARING FOR NEMO
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• Managed storm response through 
an emergency operations center

• Coordinated temporary closure of 
the interstate with our neighboring 
states, Massachusetts and 
Connecticut

8. WEATHERING NEMO
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Throughout the storm, 
RIDOT continued to 
offer real-time 
information and updates

• Live cameras

• Social media

• Congestion maps

• Travel times

• Media advisories

• 511 phone line

9. COMMUNICATING NEMO
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Travel bans remained in place through the following afternoon for heavy equipment 
to come in and clear the snow.

10. AFTERMATH OF NEMO
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Worked closely with utility and tree-removal companies to restore power 
and reopen roadways

10. AFTERMATH OF NEMO
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Rhode Island’s quick response to the storm generated 
compliments from the press

11. POSITIVE OUTCOMES
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In the face of changing climate, we all must be prepared for extreme 
weather events like the blizzards of 1978 and 2013. The one thing we can 
be sure of? Spring will come.

12. CLOSING THOUGHTS
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