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Summary:

Japan is at around same latitude as Mediterranean. Japan sea side often receives heavy snowfall caused by cold seasonal wind 
from Siberia with much vapor through the Sea of Japan, and by mountain chain as much as 2000 meters along the Japanese 
islands. In addition, due to low latitude, there is much insolation even in winter so that snow-ice is melted in the daytime and 
refrozen during night.
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