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Summary:

Fatalities in wintertime traffic have fallen by roughly 70% in Finland since 1990, thanks to improved winter service management 
and other steps taken by road authorities. The fatality risk has been approximately the same in winter and summer for over 
10 years. In the early 1990s the fatality risk in wintertime traffic was about 20% higher than in summertime. Several factors 
underlie this positive trend, among them the development of winter maintenance, wintertime speed limits, automated speed 
enforcement, road weather information systems, and vehicle technology. Automatic speed enforcement has had an even 
better influence on safety in winter than in summer. The average speed of heavy traffic fell by 3 km/h in the 2000s. A positive 
trend in wintertime safety has emerged despite reduction of salting in road maintenance throughout the 1990s and 2000s. 
Winter maintenance is classified into five main quality categories in Finland. The current winter maintenance policy in Finland 
emphasises roads with high traffic volume (AADT>15000/day).
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